Continuing Education
Continuing Education For The Insurance Industry
In the insurance industry, it is always important to remain current in the field. You can maintain your knowledge
and learn about recent changes by completing insurance continuing education courses. These courses may
also qualify you to take certification exams leading to additional insurance industry designations. Taking
insurance continuing education online keeps you from having to take time off from your current job while
improving your skills and knowledge.

Healthcare Continuing Education Online
Many fields in healthcare require practitioners to remain current in their field by taking continuing education
courses. To earn continuing education credits towards your continuing medical education, check with your local
education provider to see what online healthcare continuing education options they offer. You may be able to
find nursing continuing education, dental continuing education, occupational therapy continuing education, and
physical therapy continuing education to advance your career.

Online Continuing Education Courses Boost Your Career
Taking an online continuing education course can give you additional skills and training to be successful in your
current job. Many colleges and universities offer continuing education courses to help you with time
management, customer service or teamwork. If you have a skill that needs improvement look into continuing
education opportunities that provide you with more information to help you be successful. Talk to your employer
if you're considering continuing education courses, as many employers will pay a percentage of the course fee
since taking the online course will directly enhance your productivity as an employee.

Plan Your Career Change With Online Continuing Education Classes
If you are interested in a career change, you can complete the necessary training by taking continuing education
online. Some careers do not require a degree in the field but do require you take specific training classes. For
example, if you're interested in real estate but don't have a real estate license, yet, you may find real estate
continuing education classes to qualify you to sit for a licensure exam if required in your state. These
educational institutions may also offer additional courses to qualify you for advancement in real estate to a
broker or other designation.

Take Online Continuing Education Courses For Personal Improvement
Not all classes you take have to be for credit or lead to a degree. If you want to learn something new just for
personal improvement, you may be interested in taking continuing education online. Many adult continuing
education courses focus on topics of interest like personal finances or scrapbooking. Other continuing education
classes may provide training to qualify you for a new career. Search the online database for hundreds of topics
and find what interests you.
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Earning a Degree Online
Earn An Online Associate Degree
When you decide to go back to college and aren't sure what field you want to major in, you might start working
towards an online associate degree. An Associate Degree is awarded by junior colleges, community colleges
and some two-to-four year universities. Associate Degrees come in three forms:
•
•
•

Associate of Art
Associate of Science
Associate of Applied Science

To complete the associate degree, you may want to select an area of specialization that will allow you to get
employment right after graduation or you could transfer to a university and complete your bachelor’s degree.

Earn Online Master Degree Without Interfering With Family Life
Earning a master’s degree may put you in a position to seek a promotion, find a better job or get a raise.
However, taking classes in school may be a bit of a challenge if you have family or other commitments. Taking
courses towards an online master’s degree may be a good solution. Family commitments don’t have to get in
the way because most online graduate degree programs offer flexibility so you can complete your homework at
any time of the day or night. If you don’t have free time until 3 a.m., it’s ok to do your homework and submit it to
your instructor then.

Get Your Bachelor Degree Diploma Online
Did you know you can earn a college degree online and never have to go to a college campus? With online
degrees, it's easier than ever to obtain a college degree. Online degrees have significant advantages for
students:
•
•
•

If you work full time, you can take your classes online from the privacy of your home either during the
day or night.
You can work at your own pace. Online classes come with a syllabus and a course curriculum, including
specific deadlines, and you can work at your own pace to meet those deadlines accordingly.
Individualized attention is only a mouse click away. You can access other students and the course
instructor via email or virtual classroom for help with course projects and/or homework.

If you ever had a desire to complete a college degree, an online diploma or online bachelor degree is usually
more flexible and convenient than having to go to a college campus and attend class at a regular time each
week.
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Learning On The Go With Online Degree Distance Learning Program
If you're employed full-time and do a lot of traveling, you can still seek an online degree by taking classes
through distance learning. Distance learning online offers you the convenience of being able to complete your
homework while on a business trip, personal vacation or working remotely. All you need to do this is a good
laptop and the availability of a high speed Internet connection wherever you go.

You Can Earn A Doctorate Degree Online
If you are interested in pursuing an online doctorate, there are a number of program options that you can
consider, from education to business. If you already have your degree, you might consider institutions that offer
online PhD degrees. While completing an online doctorate may be more convenient for you, first consider if you
have the self discipline and motivation to be able to complete all work on your own. If you think online is for you,
the next step is to review the admissions policies of the program. Ensure that you meet the requirements and
then go ahead and apply. Before you know it, you will be on your way to graduating from one of the potential
online doctorate programs.
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Pros & Cons of Online Degree Programs
Benefits Of Online Education
Completing an online education means you don’t have to give up vacations with the family or miss a class to
attend your child’s band concert. You just do the work later when it’s more convenient for you. In many online
classes, since the instructor provides the assignment and a date to submit it, you can even choose which night
is best for you to complete the work. The flexibility provided through online schooling may help you better
balance your family and achieve your educational dreams.

Complete Your Degree Online And Fast
Not only can you conveniently complete a degree through distance learning, but there are also schools that offer
you the option of completing an accelerated online degree. This still offers you the flexibility to complete your
coursework when you want while putting you in the position to graduate even sooner. However, since these fast
online degrees compress the amount of time you have to complete a course, you may find that the time
commitment to do the coursework is greater than for an online course that runs in a traditional college semester.

Online Degree Programs Are Offered Through Many Traditional Schools
Many distance education programs are available through traditional educational institutions. These distance
learning programs are of equivalent quality to the programs those schools offer through traditional means. If you
are interested in finding out more about completing your education online, check out the website for the college
or university and look at the online degree information that they have available.

Pros And Cons To Online Degree Program
So you're considering advancing your career by taking additional courses, but you're undecided on whether
online courses or in-class learning is best for you. Here are some pros and cons to online learning that might
help you make your decision: Cons: - The workload nay be more than in class, or more intense - In a traditional
class, you have the teacher in front of the students providing the information that is important for you to learn. Online courses require more independent work (although it's important to note that communicating with other
online students is easy and available) Pros: - Online courses allow you to be more independent - Online courses
force you to be an active learner - Online courses give you more freedom Now that you have the pros and cons
in front of you, take a look at the online classes that are available for your area of interest. Before applying, take
a look at the course curriculum and requirements and determine whether or not you're ready to complete your
degree online.

What Requirements Are There For Admission To An Online School?
There are a number of online schools to consider when choosing where you want to complete a degree. When
deciding which one will best meet your needs, look at the requirements each school has for you to participate in
a distance learning program. Chances are the technical requirements will include a computer or laptop as well
as a high speed Internet connection. In addition, the school may look at your past GPA, required standardized
tests, and letters of recommendation. The schools know that these are things that will help determine your ability
to be successful in the online program so make sure you are set before you apply to an online school.

netDegrees.com >>Pros & Cons of Online Degree Programs

5

Accredited Online Colleges
Accreditation Is Important For An Online Program
When selecting an online college it is important to check on the accreditation of the school. Many employers will
not accept a degree as being valid unless it has successfully passed the rigorous process to be accredited.
Typically, accreditation is done through a regional agency although a distance learning degree program may be
approved through a national agency such as the Distance Education and Training Council. To find out if your
distance learning college has received accreditation look it up at the Council for Higher Education Accreditation
website.

An Accredited Online Program Is More Attractive To Students
Many degree programs are often accredited by discipline specific agencies. This ensures you and your
employer that the program is high in quality so you are getting the knowledge you need to be successful in your
field. Most accredited online colleges will include information about their accredited online programs on their
website knowing that this will help them attract more students.

Business School Degree From Accredited Online Universities
Some states require that business schools in certain colleges and universities seek certification from one of the
business specific accreditation agencies. This accreditation validates that the courses you take from accredited
online universities meets certain standards. It also ensures you that the instructors are well qualified in their
fields to provide you with the skills and knowledge needed to graduate and find a job. Each state has different
rules regarding accreditation. If you are not sure, check with your state to find out more.

Improve Your Resume With An Accredited Online Degree
If you are interested in getting the best online degree, look for online colleges and universities that offer an
accredited distance learning degree in your field. While not every online degree program requires accreditation,
finding a program that does means that your school is interested in being the best. Accreditation is not an easy
process and often requires years of preparation but an accredited online degree always looks better on your
resume.

Online Healthcare Accreditation
In most cases, to practice in certain healthcare fields like nursing or radiography, you are required to be certified
by the state in which you are employed. To become certified, the state may require that you graduate from a
program that has met certain criteria including accreditation by a certain agency. If you are looking at online
degree schools to complete your education make sure you are familiar with the rules in your area. Before
applying to an accredited online school, especially if it is out-of-state, see if the accreditation they have meets
the requirements for your state.
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Certificate Programs
Complete CPR Training And Receive Online CPR Certification
To know how to save a life is a great task, and one worth striving for. If you've completed portions of a
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation test, you may only need one online certification course to complete the training
you need for a full CPR license. Before you look into online CPR certification, make sure the training you receive
meets the same guidelines required by the American Red Cross especially if your employer requires you to
have this training. In an online CPR certification test, you'll learn the following:
•
•
•
•

Scene assessment and response
Mechanics of artificial life support
Emergency preparedness
Child CPR

Complete IT Certification Courses Online
Sometimes you don’t need more than a few courses to complete an online certification. For many online IT
certifications, you may only need one or two courses that qualify you to take an industry certification exam. If
you know what specific IT certifications you are interested in achieving, check with the online college or
university to find out what courses are required to help you qualify. Some sample IT focuses include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

IS Security
Technology Management
Programming
Wed Design
Software Engineering
Web Development

Get An Online Teaching Certificate
Depending on the requirements in your state, you may be able to complete online teaching certification. If you
already have many of the courses out of the way and just need some additional knowledge, this may be a good
option for you since completing the additional online teaching certification courses may help you learn the skills
to successfully land an education job in your area. These programs often focus on core skills but you may still
need to complete observations and student teaching experiences in person before you can graduate with an
online teaching certificate. Some sample classes include:
•
•
•
•
•

Effective Learning
Demonstration Teaching
Foundations of Teaching
Language and Communication Skills
Class-specific studies (chemistry, mathematics, biology, history, etc.)
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Online Certificate Programs
If you already have a bachelor’s degree and are interested in going back to school for further training, consider
looking for an online certificate program. It may be possible to find such a program at your local community
college where the online certificate courses they offer may lead to a variety of careers. One example of this
includes an online personal training certificate for someone who is interested in working with others to improve
their level of fitness or to achieve a weight loss goal.

Train For A Career As A Paralegal By Enrolling In Online Paralegal Certificate Program
Ever had an interest in the law but were afraid of law school? Maybe becoming a paralegal is a better option for
you. Paralegals assist lawyers with the preparation of legal cases often doing much of the required legwork. If
you don’t have time to attend classes at a regular time and location each week, then maybe an online paralegal
certificate program would benefit you. By completing the program online, you could achieve your dream from the
comfort of your own home. In some cases, you'll be required to leave the house and attend court cases or field
trips to boost your academic career. It's a good idea to find out the possible dates up front to avoid scheduling
conflicts down the road that may hinder your timely completion of the online paralegal program.
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Art & Design Degrees
Complete An Online Art Degree
Who would have thought you could get an art degree online? It is a possibility. You can complete an Associate
of Arts, Bachelor of Fine Arts, or Master of Fine Arts in a variety of specializations including computer arts and
illustration. Learn more about each specialization to understand which one will provide you the training you
need. Also, to complete a degree in art online you should be confident in your abilities to do the homework
without a teacher nearby to consult if you are having difficulties.

Earn An Interior Design Degree Online
If you can coordinate furniture and other accessories in a room to make it sparkle, you may be just the person
for an interior design degree online. Through this type of program you will learn how to use your creative skills to
design a room that meets the needs of your clients from the design of furniture to color schemes. With a degree
in interior design you can create comfortable and unique spaces for people to live or work in. Some interior
design specialties include:
•
•
•
•
•

Feng Shui design
Kitchen/Bathroom design
Focus on tapestry, windows and walls
Set design/Theatrical design
Visual merchandising

Improve Your Photography Skills With Online Photography Degree
Even with the increased use of digital cameras, photography is still an art that requires skill and talent. Students
of art who desire more experience in this field can obtain an online photography degree. These programs may
focus more on the industrial aspects of photography preparing students to find a job in an industry such as
advertising. Some additional focuses of an online photography degree are:
•
•
•
•

Photo Illustration
Fine Art Photography
Fashion Photography
Architectural Photography

To pursue an online photography degree find out what kind of camera will be required by the school as well as
what other technology support you will need to have readily available to you.
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Learn To Design Homes Online
Designing homes may be right up your alley so why not consider an architecture degree online? There are few
schools that offer classes in this field online so you may have to search them out. If your goal is to be an official
architect upon graduation then check to see if the program is accredited by looking them up at the National
Architectural Accrediting Board. In addition, some states have specific laws governing who may practice
architecture so check to see what is required to make sure that you complete a program of study that meets the
guidelines for an online architecture degree your area.

Online Graphic Design Degree
Do you like to draw designs using the tools available on your computer? How about pursuing an online graphic
design degree then? With this area of expertise you can learn about different tools to create posters, brochures
and other marketing materials on your computer. A degree like this can help you find a career in advertising,
marketing or other creative fields. To take this degree online, make sure you fully understand what costs
besides tuition you may incur. Your school of choice may require that you purchase costly software so you can
complete your assignments at home.
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Business & MBA Degrees
Choose Your Online Business Management Degree Program
A typical distance learning business degree may contain components from accounting, finance, organizational
management and economics. However, there really are a number of specializations that a student can pursue
with business degrees online including:
•
•
•
•

Online business management degree
Construction management degree online
Advertising degree online
Online human resource degree

Review the program requirements for the various specializations to determine which MBA program is right for
you.

Complete Your MBA Program As Online Graduate Marketing Degree
If you have an interest in sales, then look for an MBA program that offers an option for an online marketing
degree. An online graduate marketing degree can help you learn new skills to better qualify you for
advancement in your current job. An online marketing degree can offer your courses in building relationships,
team management, market research and consumer behavior. With the experience you gain from taking a course
online, you may also find it easier to transition into an area that involves marketing for the Internet.

Enroll In Accounting Programs Online And Pass CPA Exam
Accounting degrees have been popular for many years, since there always seems to be a need for qualified
accountants in the business world. There are some schools who offer distance learning accounting programs.
Some potential accounting courses include:
•
•
•
•
•

Operations Management
Financial Management
Assets and Liabilities Management
Advanced Accounting
Budget Planning and Control

If you have an interest in becoming a Certified Public Accountant, check with the school before you begin an
online accounting program to see if the classes you take will qualify you to sit for the CPA exam. The CPA exam
is offered each quarter and can be taken in conjunction with your accounting classes online. By taking your
accounting courses online, you'll have an edge up for the CPA exam, which is also done online either in testing
centers or in a classroom environment.
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Learn About Finances And Earn Your MBA Finance Degree Online
Besides just a generic MBA online, you may be interested in something with more focus on money and assets.
If that's the case, a finance degree online is a good option. This degree can benefit those with an interest in
investments, banking, insurance or other financial careers. Look through the curriculum at the school you are
considering, to make sure that the courses offered will give you the skills you need for the financial career you
desire. Courses for a degree in finance include:
•
•
•
•
•

Financial Management
Negotiating
Risk Management
International Investments
Corporate Finance

The Distance Learning MBA Degrees
One of the more common degrees that is available through distance learning is the MBA online. Earning MBA
degrees online may mean putting in a lot of hours to complete the required homework and exams but the
rewards when you graduate are well worth it. Online MBA degrees can help you to increase your knowledge
and skills in the business world. This is especially true if your degree is from an accredited online MBA program.
The accreditation means something for employers and universities alike since it ensures that the program meets
the highest level of quality.
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Computer Science & IT Degrees
Complete An Online IT Degree
Taking courses for an online IT degree can prepare you for a number of careers in computers. Depending on
the specialization you choose, you could gain the skills to work in different areas like computer networks, web
page design, computer programming, or computer security. Taking online IT classes require you to be selfdisciplined to complete your assignments but a the degree will help you seek a career as an IT professional.

Earn A Computer Science Online Degree
A computer science online degree may include coursework necessary for you to take an exam for industry
certification. Your local community college may provide information on what computer certifications you may
qualify for after completing a specific online computer degree. Some possible degrees include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Graphic Arts
Office Administrator Certificate
Computer Management Specialist
Sun Education/UNIX
Java and J2EE Programming
Ecommerce
Linux
Software Quality Assurance

If you aren’t sure what certification you want to pursue, and online program may also be able to provide you with
information on what you can do with a degree upon graduation.

Earn Computer Degree Online
Students interested in learning more about computers have an exciting opportunity to take their courses on the
computer through the Internet. Technology and online learning has changed the face of education and this is
especially true for students who decide to pursue a fully online college degree. To complete their work for online
computer degrees, students are expected to read materials and complete assignments on their own and submit
them using the online course management program. Since learning about computers may at times be difficult,
knowing how to contact your teacher for help is recommended.

Find A Computer Science Distance Learning Program
Computer science distance learning opportunities continue to grow at colleges and universities. While some
schools are still reluctant to offer online computer courses, more have embraced the technology as a way to
better meet student needs. If you are having trouble finding an online program in your area, online degree sites
can help you located other colleges and universities that offer what you need. Online degree sites will offer you
the college name, possible course selections, timeline and syllabus of information and alternative selections to
your proposed course certification.
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Take Online IT Courses For Additional Training
If you already have a degree in computer science or another field but need additional computer training, look
into online IT courses. Taking these courses online is good for those who like to work independently. In addition,
taking an online IT course can be done conveniently in your own home when you have time to complete the
work. Sample online courses include:
•
•
•
•

Data Structures and Algorithms
Foundations of Computer Science
Software Engineering
Introduction to Operating Systems
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Education & Teaching Degrees
Complete An Online Masters Degree In Education
If you are already teacher certified but don’t want to go back to school for a graduate degree, you may want to
look into an online masters degree in education. If you are already teaching during the day, it's likely that your
only option is to complete a graduate degree in the evening or take the classes online. With an online master
degree you can do your homework at your convenience and still complete the graduate degree you desire.
Some online courses require a pre-requisite course or a number of years in the teaching industry with referrals.
Check the course description and master degree requirements to ensure you're on the best track toward
advancing your teaching career.

Earn An Education Degree Online
You can earn a college degree online in a variety of subjects and can even pursue an elementary education
degree online. Teachers are in demand in communities throughout the country making this degree worthwhile. If
you enjoy working with children and want to share your knowledge of the world with them, then you may want to
look into an online education degree. Here is a quick breakdown of some of the education degrees online:
•
•
•

Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education
Master of Arts in Education (various concentrations)
Doctor of Education (various concentrations)

Each of these degrees requires a level of prior experience and a time commitment to working individually online
and in the classroom.

Earn An Online Early Childhood Education Online Degree
The best part about entering the education field is the range of children you can work with. Some people who
enter the education field prefer to work with students in preschool or kindergarten. Working with these young
children requires special training that can be obtained through an early childhood education online degree.
Some possible courses you'll take toward the early childhood education degree online include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to Early Childhood Education
Growth and Development in Early Childhood
Methods of Teaching in Early Childhood
Early Childhood Play Theories
Child Development
Children's Literature

The teacher certification process for early childhood educators is often different from ones for older students so
these programs can give a student the specific knowledge and skills needed. Students are still required to be
physically present to participate in observations or student teaching experiences.
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How To Choose An Online Teaching Degree Program
To apply to get into an online teaching degree program you may have to follow several steps to find the right
program.
1. Identify what grade level you are interested in teaching. If you are interested in teaching high school
students then you probably need to identify a specific discipline that you want to teach.
2. Find schools that offer the degree you want to pursue. Make sure that the school you select will prepare
you to become certified in your state.
3. Make sure you fully understand the admission requirements for the program. After you know what the
requirements are for the degree programs, you can apply to the program for an online degree in
education that best suits you.

Online Education Course Without Degree
In many areas, teachers are required to participate in professional development courses in order to maintain
their teaching certificate. If you only need to complete a course or two but don’t intend to pursue another degree,
you can take an online education course. These courses usually take approximately 4-6 weeks to complete and
require access to the Internet for video conferencing and web lectures. Depending on the requirements in your
area, this can help you complete your professional education needs in a convenient and flexible manner.

netDegrees.com >>Education & Teaching Degrees

16

Engineering Degrees
Earn An Online Mechanical Engineering Degree
You can earn a bachelor's or master's degree in mechanical engineering online. There are public universities
throughout the United States that offer these degrees to students. You don’t have to live near the school or even
in the same state to attend. The online mechanical engineering degree is also more flexible allowing you to
complete the degree at your convenience. However, when looking into an online school in another state, find out
what tuition costs will be for you. Some schools offer one tuition rate for online schools while others may charge
you an out-of-state rate that is much higher. You need to decide if the convenience of the online program
outweighs the cost of tuition.

Earn Bachelor Diploma While Enrolling In Electrical Engineering Degree Online
As the Internet becomes more advanced and students become more entrenched in their professional lives,
more and more schools are offering bachelor's degrees to students through distance learning. Once considered
impossible, these universities are proving it is possible to earn a Bachelor of Science electrical engineering
degree online. Courses available online include:
•
•
•
•

Electro-magnetics
Signals
Electronics
Semi-conductor Devices

These online degrees are structured to be just as rigorous as on-campus programs so before you apply, make
sure you understand all of the requirements for graduation. In some cases, you'll need prior coursework toward
the degree in order to take the remaining courses online.
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Earn Your Civil Engineering Degree Online
If you have an undergraduate degree in civil engineering, you may have thought about completing graduate
work to help you get a promotion or a new job. To do this without taking up all of the free time you have with
your family, an online civil engineering degree could meet your needs. With the technical background you
already have, you can build your knowledge and gain new skills with the flexible format of online learning. Some
sample courses you might take include:
•
•
•
•
•

Software Engineering
Operating Systems
Electricity Planning
Advanced Technology
Power System Analysis

The option of completing your work at your convenience allows you to schedule schoolwork around other
activities for work or home. You can continue to work on your online civil engineering degree while on vacation
or at home, thanks to the use of computers and the Internet.

System Requirements For Completing The Engineering Degree Online
The online engineering degree is ideal for busy professionals who already have a bachelor's degree but want to
further their education and professional knowledge with a master's degree. Some of the top engineering schools
in the country offer high-quality online graduate degrees in engineering. Before you sign up and register for your
courses in an online engineering degree, make sure you're equipped with the right software and hardware to
complete the course:
•
•
•
•
•

A 56K modem
128 MB RAM
High speed Internet connection
Many programs require a color monitor for graphing
Audio/Sound cards

These are just the basics that each student needs in order to complete their coursework in an online
engineering degree program. Be sure to consult the university program and/or the course professor for any
additional software or hardware programs needed for the program.

Use Technology To Your Advantage With An Online Engineering Degree
With gas prices always on the rise, student travel to and from college can get expensive, especially if you live an
hour or more away. Before you start making that long drive to your college campus for completion of your
engineering degree, consider distance learning options that may be available. There are a number of
possibilities for you to pursue an online technology degree, especially if you have an interest in engineering. If
you are motivated and feel confident that you can complete the work on your own, then online learning is a good
option for you that can save you time and money. Check the school requirements before applying and
registering for class. Some schools require previous coursework in engineering before entering the online
program.
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Healthcare Degrees
Complete Online Pharmacy Degree Through The Wide Selection Of Online Programs
A career with a high earning potential is in pharmacy. Students can earn an online pharmacy degree by
completing the majority of the work online. The clinical or lab component will still require a physical presence by
the student but it is minimized since students can complete the majority of the work online. In order to work as a
pharmacist, you must have a degree. A pharmacist will usually find work in a hospital or retail pharmacy location
(for example, your local drug store). According to Salary.com, pharmacists (including pharmacy managers and
online pharmacists) make between $61,000 and $127,000 per year.

Earn Online Pharmacy Degree In Three To Four Years
Do you enjoy your work as a pharmacist? Would you benefit by taking additional educational classes in the
field? You could complete an advanced degree in pharmacy completely online. The program can be found at
accredited universities and are taught with the same outcomes required of students who attend classes oncampus. Some sample pharmaceutical courses you'll take while working toward your degree include:
•
•
•
•

Foundations of Pharmaceutical Care
Pharmaceutical Care for patients with: respiratory disorders, gastrointestinal disorders, circulatory
disorders, renal disorders
Pharmaceutical Care for patients with cardiac disorders
Pharmaceutical Care for patients suffering from neurological or behavioral disorders

Expect it to take about three to four years to complete the online degree in pharmacy.

Receive Online Nutrition Degree In Sport, Dietary, Holistic, Dietetic Or Clinical Nutrition
Field
Some states require a nutritionist to be licensed or certified before finding employment. If you are interested in
completing an online degree in nutrition, check with your state’s professional licensing agency to see if the
program meets their qualifications. Some possible course directions include:
•
•
•
•
•

Sports Nutrition
Dietary Management
Holistic Nutrition
Dietetics
Clinical Nutrition

There are advantages to graduating with an online master’s degree in nutrition. Even before earning your
degree in nutrition online, you can begin setting up fitness and nutrition routines, and consult with clients and
other nutritionists on their programs. The biggest benefit is that it could increase your employability since many
health care facilities hire the majority of people in this field.
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Study Psychology Online
If you have an interest in psychology but can’t find a program to meet your needs, look into taking courses in
psychology online. The flexible schedules offered by an online psychology degree may help you complete your
degree at the bachelor, master, or doctorate level. Check with a professional in the field to see what advice they
can give you on potential colleges where you can study psychology online. Some possible psychology courses
include:
•
•
•
•

Behavioral Studies
Human Behavior
Theoretical Psychology
Applied Psychology

The Ease Of Finding College Courses Online
Finding a college course online is getting easier as more and more colleges are looking for news ways to attract
additional students. Even if you are seeking a degree in one of the many healthcare fields, you will find
universities that offer required coursework through distance education. Some possible healthcare focused
programs include:
•
•
•
•

Health Records Specialist
Medical Billing
Pharmacy Technician
Physical Therapy Aid

Whether your goal is to complete just a few courses or a whole degree, make sure the college or university has
been regionally or nationally accredited. This will ensure that your healthcare degree will be recognized by other
colleges as well as by a potential employer.
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Legal & Political Science Degrees
Complete Online Political Science Degree While Serving On Active Duty
There are a number of colleges and universities offering an online political science degree. These are especially
beneficial for members of the military who have an interest in completing a degree in this field but may be
deployed at any time or who are serving on active duty while completing their coursework. If you are a civilian,
these programs are still a benefit to you especially if there are members of the military in your online class.
Sample areas of concentration include:
•
•
•
•

Homeland Security
Emergency and Disaster Management
National Security
Criminal Justice

Both civilian and military students can bring different viewpoints to any political science discussion.

Earn Online Law Degree By Enrolling In Distance Learning Law School
Graduating from a distance learning law school gives you the opportunity to increase your legal knowledge while
still keeping the flexibility you may need for your lifestyle. If you are already employed in another field and travel
a lot, taking online courses means that you can complete your coursework at your convenience. Another benefit
to earning an online law degree is that you could be learning with students from all over the country or the world
to provide you with differing perspectives on the law.

Explore Online Paralegal Degree Options
Online paralegal degrees can be offered through community colleges or universities. The community college will
offer courses leading to an associate’s degree while some universities provide a bachelor’s degree in the field.
Which program you choose depends on how long you want to attend school. If you are concerned about finding
a job after you graduate, contact some local law firms and ask them what educational qualifications they require
when hiring paralegals. It's also a good idea to ensure that the school in which you obtain your online paralegal
degree has been accredited by the American Bar Association.

netDegrees.com >>Legal & Political Science Degrees

21

Paralegal Degree Online
If you like the law but don't want to be an attorney, consider getting a paralegal degree online. Being a paralegal
keeps you involved in the legal proceedings without having to stand before a judge or jury to make your case.
Paralegals are critical to a law firm so they need to be well versed in the law before being hired. Paralegals
study the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

History of Law
Legal Research
Corporate Law
Bankruptcy
Mediation
Public Policy
Client Confidentiality

It may be worth your time to look at the courses included in the program before you take classes to make sure
you will graduate with a good knowledge of the law.

Receive Online Law Degree And Pass Bar Exam
How would you like to get a law degree without entering a classroom? You can earn an online law degree by
completing the work required in your virtual classroom. There are two different options for earning a Juris Doctor
degree online:
•
•

Qualify to sit for the bar exam and ultimately practice law in your state.
The other option is for those who have an interest in the law but don't want to be practicing attorneys.
These jobs include paralegals.

Know which option you are interested in before taking classes and be sure that the program you take will qualify
you to sit for your state's bar exam. For online law degrees, students can expect to use the same course books
as those used for in-class legal programs. Classroom instruction and tutorials are replicated for online learning
through a web conferencing and video lectures. In many cases, the online law school features professors,
faculty and guest speakers from the most prestigious law firms in the country.
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Liberal Arts Degrees
Earn An Online Music Degree
A graduate online music degree can better prepare you for a career in music by giving you more experiences
with the music from a variety of cultures via an online portal. It can also provide a greater understanding of the
history and philosophy behind music. Most online music courses are taught through the school's web portal and
feature video lectures and audio classes. Various degrees require different commitments, but the online music
degree can usually be obtained at your own pace and by following the directions and guidelines from your
assigned musical advisor.

Earn Library Science Degree Online Quickly Thanks To Internet
The library world is quickly changing thanks to technology and the Internet. More publications and journals are
available online making it easier to keep track of what is available. At the same time, this can make it more
difficult for students to understand how to access the information and use it. Online library science degree
courses focus on digital information, database management, cataloging and classification. Those who receive a
library science degree online can also put their courses toward an education degree in some colleges.
Librarians help people make sense of all of the information that is available in books, journals and other formats.
You can join this field by completing a library science degree online.

Improve Your Writing Skills By Completing Online Journalism Degree Or Online
English Degree
Are you destined to be the next great author? Perhaps you prefer the idea of writing articles for a newspaper? If
this sounds like you, then improve your writing talent by pursuing an online journalism degree or looking into
online English degrees. You can find a program to help you learn more about the art of writing. Possible
concentrations include:
•
•
•
•
•

American Literature
Creative Writing
Business & Economics Writing
English Literature
Technical Writing (Science and Environment)
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Online History Degrees Help To Gain Knowledge On The Past And Present History
Are you a civil war buff? History is a subject that many people enjoy, but most enjoy only as a hobby. If you
decide to go to college and really enjoy history, you can find schools that offer online history degrees. These
programs offer a comprehensive view of history and typically require the student to study several different time
periods as well as a number of regions of the world. Students studying history can expect to gain knowledge on
the past and present history that shapes our culture. Some possible concentrations for history majors include:
•
•
•
•
•

American History
Anthropology
Political Science
Social Science
Sociology

If you complement this online history degree with certain education coursework you may be able to find a
teaching position in history after you graduate.

Study Religion Online
Do you enjoy reading and studying religion? You may be interested in pursuing an online theology degree. The
training you receive from this program of study could potentially prepare you to work in the ministry or in
rabbinical studies, or possibly another field within your religious faith. Concentrations in theology include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christian/Muslim/Jewish ethics
New Testament
Old Testament
Theology
Worship and Culture
Culture Studies: Hispanic, Korean, and more

Taking courses toward a ministry degree online can be very rewarding as you pursue a career and learn more
about your faith.
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Mathematics Degrees
Complete Your Math Teacher Certification Online
Math educators are in high demand in most areas of the country. If you graduate with an online math degree
and also have your teacher certification, odds are in your favor that there is a job waiting for you. If you're
interested in getting your teacher certification, you can expect to take some variation of the following courses:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Calculus I, Calculus II, and Calculus III
Linear Algebra
Statistics
Geometry
History of Math Education
Courses in child psychology and/or sociology

Look online at some of the public institutions in your state to see if they offer an option to complete your math
teacher certification online. You may also check to see what is offered in other states and see if those programs
will qualify you to be teacher certified in your state.

Online Mathematics Degree Can Boost Your Career In Teaching, Research, Statistics,
Insurance, Science
Many people are intimidated by math, but if you have a flare for the subject it's worth considering a degree in
math. If you like math, you can complete an online mathematics degree to further your career in the
mathematics field. A degree in mathematics is very useful since it applies to all areas including teaching and
research. Those with a degree in math can look forward to careers in:
•
•
•
•

Operations research
Statistics
Teaching
Insurance

Many industries and agencies including NASA, Raytheon, government agencies including the FBI and the CIA,
and local law enforcement agencies require mathematicians to compute complicated calculations and theories.
The options are endless with a degree in math, and mathematicians are still in high demand.
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Study Mathematics Graduate Coursework Online
If you already have a degree in science or engineering, you may want to consider completing a distance
education masters program in mathematics to further your career. Typically, the courses offered are taught by
the same instructors that teach the in-class courses while giving students the flexibility of completing the
coursework anytime or anywhere that is convenient. Some sample courses for a graduate degree in
mathematics online include:
•
•
•
•
•

Calculus and Advanced Calculus
Applied Statistics
Differential Equations (Partial and Ordinary)
Linear Algebra
Methods and Numerical Analysis

You may want to check with your employer before applying to one of these programs to see if the courses
offered will provide you with the knowledge and skills they want you to have. Many employers will also pay for a
continuing education degree, so it's a good idea to consult with your employer prior to applying for the course.

Take An Online Math Course
You don’t have to be working on a degree in mathematics to complete an online math course. Sometimes it is
just to your advantage to take the course online so you can do the work at your convenience. In addition, some
students find it less intimidating to take an online math class if they are afraid of what other students will think
about their skills and knowledge. If you decide to take your math class online, be aware of when the teacher is
available to provide extra help so you can be successful in the class.

Why Take An Online College Math Course?
Graduate programs typically require students become familiar with statistics. You may find it more convenient to
complete an online college math course in statistics rather than attend a regular class each week. This is
especially true if there will be undergraduate students in the class and you don’t want to be around younger
students while you struggle through the basics of statistics. Make sure to talk to the course instructor of your
graduate program to let him/her know that you'll be completing the required math class online, and verify with
your graduate school that the online math course is transferable toward the completion of your graduate degree.
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Medical Degrees
Earn An Online Medical Office Assistant Degree
While you may not be able to earn a medical doctor designation by taking classes online, there are other online
medical degrees that may interest you. This includes programs such as the medical office assistant. More
medical facilities are turning to people trained in this field because they are more than just a receptionist and file
clerk. Someone trained as a medical office assistant can also process insurance claims and handle the
bookkeeping. Those with a degree in medical office administration go on to careers including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Billing or Insurance Clerks
Data Entry Clerk
Medical Coder
Medical Secretary
Human Relations
Admitting Clerk

An online medical office assistant degree trains students on medical terminology, medical billing software,
patient care and human relations, and laws and regulations that govern the medical community.

Nursing Professional Development
Nurses are often required to complete professional development courses to remain current in the field. Check
with your local community college or university to see if they offer any continuing education for nurses. The
purpose of the "refresher courses: include:
•
•
•
•
•

Review of previously acquired nursing skills
Understand and review the social and economic trends facing the nursing industry today
Understand and review the objectives of nursing
Review surgical procedures and conditions
Review patient care treatments and therapies

These courses may serve as a refresher for you or introduce you to new trends in the field. If these are offered
online, you could obtain the skills with out having to miss time at work.

Online Nursing Degree program Is Available For Entry Level And For Continuing
Education
Online nursing degrees may be available for both entry level registered nurses as well as for students looking to
complete graduate courses. If you are interested in completing courses beyond an RN degree online, see what
options are available that will meet the requirements in your state. In addition, you don’t have to be a computer
expert to complete these courses online, just make sure that the college or university has good technical
support available at times when you will need it.
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RN To BSN Completer Programs
There are components of a nursing degree, like clinicals, that require students to be physically present and
actively engaged in demonstrations or with patients. However, there is still other training for nurses that can be
completed online. Typically, you will find online Bachelor of Science in Nursing completer programs for students
who have already completed their associate’s degree and are certified as registered nurses. Students interested
in an online nursing degree need to know admission requirements and complete any deficiencies before
applying.

The Online Associate Degree In Nursing
Some colleges do offer programs that allow students to complete an associate degree in nursing online. These
programs employ a variety of learning strategies that may include some on-campus or clinical site visits by the
student. The programs that allow students to complete an associate degree in nursing online usually require that
the student have completed some basic in-class nursing requirements. Some degree programs require that the
student already have a Bachelor of Science degree before attending the nursing degree program online. Since
nurses are often regulated by the state in which they are employed, make sure the program you select has been
accredited and will qualify you to take appropriate licensing exams.
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Science Degrees
Can You Get A Science Degree Online?
There are a number of science degrees online for students interested in completing a graduate degree. These
vary in quality and content. To get an online degree in science, it's important to know your niche up front. Some
possible courses to take include:
•
•
•
•

Experimental Design
Molecular Genetics
Advanced Microbiology
Toxicology

Start by searching the particular science area you're interested in and then research the various science online
degree programs available.

Complete A Graduate Degree In Biology Online
If you already have a bachelor’s degree in biology, you may be able to complete your graduate biology
coursework online. There are universities that offer the masters in biology degree online. The graduate degree
in biology is designed for:
•
•
•
•

Recent science graduates
Persons re-entering the workforce
Science teachers seeking additional career growth
Biologists in government, medical or research fields

Typically these programs can be finished in the same amount of time it takes to complete a traditional oncampus master’s degree while offering you the convenience of completing the work anytime or anywhere.

Completing Bachelor Of Science Degree Online Could Be Challenging
Finding a Bachelor of Science degree online may be difficult in the sciences. Many of the courses that are
required for graduation involve projects that have to be supervised for your safety. Odds are that you will find
programs that offer a number of online courses especially for your general education requirements but still
require some campus visits for many of your science classes.

Distance Education Masters Degree Can Provide Networking Opportunities
With a distance education masters degree in science, you can network with students all across the country
through virtual classrooms and web lectures. You also may find that there are international students in your
program. This can help you gain valuable insights into the field of science on a global level which is something
that you may not always find in an on-campus program. Unless you do not want to relocate, these networking
opportunities may help you find a job in another state or country after graduation.

netDegrees.com >>Science Degrees

29

Further Your Career With An Online Science Degree
Completing an online science degree can help you gain more knowledge in the field to further your career.
These programs are ideal for professionals already working in industry as well as those who recently completed
a bachelor’s degree in science. Completing a graduate degree in science can help you get a leg up on the
competition since you will have a broader knowledge of the field than someone with only a bachelor’s degree.
This may make you more marketable and give you a greater earning potential.
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Social Science Degrees
Complete Your Associate Degree In Criminal Justice
If you want to be in law enforcement and need a degree to do it, look into a criminal justice associate degree
online. Some community colleges or universities offer all of the coursework you need to complete an Associates
Degree in Criminal Justice through an online format, giving students the flexibility to do you work when it is
convenient for you. You can also obtain a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice online and a Master of
Science in Administration of Justice and Society online. The Criminal Justice degree educates student in the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Corrections
Probation
Juvenile Justice
Criminal Court Systems
Cultural Diversity and Sociology
Organized Crime

When you graduate, you could find a job with the government, private security firms, or even in corrections.
After you have completed an associate's degree you will also be better prepared to go on to a bachelor’s degree
in criminal justice.

Help People With An Online Social Work Degree
Do you like to help people through a crisis? Maybe looking into online social work degrees would be of interest
to you. Many times, you can take online courses that will go toward your overall social work degree program.
For most online programs, students are asked to visit various websites for course readings and assignments.
Before you enter a program, check with the college or university to be sure that the degree you earn will qualify
you to become licensed as a social worker in your state. Also, many of the programs in social work you will find
are at the graduate level and require that you have already completed a bachelor’s degree in social work so
know the admissions requirements first.
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Online Criminal Justice Degree Can Be Utilized In Many Fields
To gain a comprehensive understanding of the criminal justice system in America, you may look to pursue an
online criminal justice degree. You may find in these programs that there is the ability to specialize in areas like
corrections, community policing, law, and administration. If you haven’t decided yet which area interests you,
then take courses in different areas of criminal justice until you find the one you like. Some interesting course
topics include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ethics and Justice in Society
Cyber Crime
Forensic Science
Personal Protection and Safety
Legal Issues
Policing

The Online Counseling Degree
Helping people make decisions, or helping others confront factors in their lives that enable them to make
decisions, is a special trait that you may already posses or have interest in learning. If this is the case, then
perhaps you should consider pursuing an online counseling degree. With an online counseling, you can help
people in various situations including:
•
•
•
•
•

Marriage or family life counseling
Mental health issues
Career and life goals
Corporate Counseling
Adolescent and Juvenile Criminal Justice

Whatever area you choose to focus in, getting an online counseling degree can put you in a position to work
closely with individuals who need additional assistance in their lives.
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The Online Degree In Human Services
Human services is an area of social sciences that combines many areas . An online degree in human services
management takes coursework from the different areas while also incorporating management courses. Some
examples of courses you can expect to take while working toward your online degree in human services are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Child Development
Dependency and Addictions
Adult and Family Development
Organizational Behavior
Mediation and Resolution
Financial Analysis
Budget and Accounting

The training from this program prepares students to lead or manage various human service functions like
counseling, social work, corporate human resources including management and leading.
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Industry Trends
Changes In The Banking Industry
One of the bigger trends currently impacting the banking industry includes frequent mergers. While mergers and
acquisitions often help in community outreach programs and economic development, they can also leave many
consumers weary of their hometown bank. There is an increased need for mediation and communication
specialists in banking whose soul purpose is to communicate directly with the customers and potential
customers of the bank during a merger. There have also been a number of changes to security and regulation in
banking. Banking regulators continue to demand that banks make data more visible to them while consumers
want the opposite. Finally, the Internet continues to change the banking industry while offering more
opportunities to provide services to customers.

Changes In The Construction Industry
The construction industry sees regular peaks and falls in consumer demands for housing or commercial
properties. After years of peaking and high growth in consumer residential housing many areas of the country
are currently experiencing sluggish markets. On the other hand, the commercial construction market continues
to grow for projects like offices and hospitals. If you're considering a career in construction, take time to learn
about all aspects of the industry including:
•
•
•
•
•

Commercial and residential building codes
Electricity and Utilities
Framing and Woodworking
Carpentry
Plumbing

Changes In The Travel And Tourism Industry
The travel and tourism industry has seen significant change over the past several years, After experiencing
huge declines the last quarter of 2001, they have been changing their processes while increasing security and
safety. More functions in this industry have moved to self-service. Consumers are encouraged to buy airline
tickets or book travel packages online. At the same time, more consumers are traveling increasing the need for
workers in certain sectors of this industry like hotels.

Employment Demand In The Healthcare Industry
The healthcare industry has a number of jobs that are experiencing some of the fastest growth in the nation.
According to America’s Career InfoNet, one of the top is in home health care. While the average annual income
is in the low $20,000 range, the number of jobs is expected to increase around 70%. This is a low paying job
with low expectations for education. Earning a degree in healthcare may help you obtain a job with a higher
salary.
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Growth In The Hospitality Industry
The hospitality industry is expected to experience growth in the near future partially due to the many changes
currently being pushed to better satisfy consumers. According to the US Department of Labor, the hospitality
industry is expected to grow 18% through 2012, adding more than 1.6 million jobs. There is a movement among
some hotels to better understand the consumer and their needs by offering a more personalized experience. In
addition, some in the industry are offering guests more free services like high speed Internet and gift certificates
for hotel amenities and/or local area restaurants and attractions.

High Employment Growth For Pharmacists
Growth in the pharmaceutical industry is going to continue especially concerning the employability of
pharmacists. Workers in this field require a professional degree which can take six or more years to complete
but they tend to earn high salaries. Upon graduation with such a high growth in the number of available jobs, it
usually doesn’t take long for individuals to find employment.

Is The Financial Industry Leveling Off?
The recent trend in the financial industry allowing banks to sell more financial products, including insurance
products, is helping this market expand slightly. However, as the economy experiences numerous shifts, this
industry experiences dips and peaks. As interest rates rise, people are less likely to get a new mortgage or
refinance an existing one. In addition, years of low interest rates have left many consumers with higher than
normal credit card debt. It is anticipated that the financial industry will level off for awhile.

Job Trends In The Medical Industry
When looking at trends in the job market overall, the medical industry has majority of jobs that are experiencing
tremendous growth. Many of these positions only require an associate degree but still pay a decent salary.
There are other jobs in the healthcare industry that require a bachelor’s degree and pay a higher salary. You
need to decide how long you want to go to college and recognize that the amount of education you complete
could impact your earnings potential.

Know The Outlook For Your Career
If there is a career you are interested in pursuing but you’re not sure what kinds of wages you could earn or if
you will even be able to get a job, you can find information on industry statistics. Industry-specific data includes
information about employment trends by industry as well as occupation specific information on wages, skills and
more. Before you seek education or training for a career, take some time to find out more about the job outlook.

More Jobs In The Restaurant Industry
Many areas of the country are experiencing growth in the restaurant industry creating a number of new, lowwage jobs. The growth in the number of two-income families often makes eating out a necessity and a
convenience rather than an extravagance. With this increased growth there are opportunities for hard-working
employees to move quickly from low-wage hourly positions into higher-paid, salaried positions.
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New Fields Of Growth
A new and growing field in the healthcare industry is biotechnology. This field is experiencing significant growth
as more pharmaceutical companies make the move to outsource their research and development to cut costs.
The downside to this is that many of the newly created positions from this growth are being filled by employees
downsized by a pharmaceutical company.

Self-Service At Your Local Bank
The banking industry is making several steps into offering self-service options to consumers. It started with ATM
machines but now some banks are removing tellers from the branches and replacing them with self-service
kiosks. These machines can help you with many of your banking needs from opening an account to depositing a
check or applying for a loan. The convenience allows banks to offer several machines and serve multiple
customers at the same time.

Skilled Computer Workers Needed
The business industry is looking for skilled computer workers. These positions are still in high demand and
many of these positions are among the fastest growing in the U.S. Computer related jobs typically require a
bachelor’s degree and pay high salaries. While there are a number of computer positions identified as growing
quickly at America’s Career InfoNet, networking related positions topped the list with steady growth for many
years to come.

Small Business Growth
As more people are looking to become their own boss and go into business for themselves, the small business
sector has experienced an upsurge in the economy. As this trend continues, there are more opportunities being
created for employees in small companies rather than the large corporations. Thanks to technology, running a
small business is becoming increasingly easier. The top technology trends for small business in 2006 include:
•
•
•
•

Email marketing
VOIP
Mobile Computing
Online Advertising

Technology And The Sales Industry
The Internet has had a big impact on the sales industry. A salesperson can find information much easier about a
prospective client just by doing a search of information available on the Internet. This allows them to reduce the
amount of time spent on preparation and increase the time available to meet with clients or make new contacts.

The Healthcare Industry Continues To Boom
As baby boomers continue to age, the demands placed on current healthcare systems continues to increase.
The healthcare industry is already experiencing difficulties in finding and keeping qualified employees. With this
need continuing to increase, it is a sure bet the employment in health care will be a best bet for anyone
considering their career options.
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The Insurance Industry Offers Self-Service Options
The insurance industry seems to get hit each year with a number of natural disasters that cost a lot in insurance
claims. Those in the industry also continue to deal with insurance fraud something, which isn’t new but still
creates frustrations within the industry. In addition, this field has been impacted by technology. More
opportunities for self-service are being made available to consumers through the Internet. You can apply for
insurance online as well as file a claim.

The Pharmaceutical Industry Forms Research Partnerships
The pharmaceutical industry is one of the fastest growing industries on the job market. Pharmaceutical
companies need to increase research to discover new drugs but the cost to do this can be high. In addition,
these companies face intense competition from generic drugs that take away their potential profits. In order to
save money yet still be competitive, more pharmaceutical companies are forming partnerships with external
research and development companies.

Trends Found At The Grocery Store
An interesting trend in the retail industry involves what you find in your own grocery store. In fact, going into a
grocery store these days more and more of the services are becoming consumer driven. Consumers who don’t
want to talk to a cashier or who have a few items and want to get out of the store quickly are finding options like
self-service checkouts. These checkouts have reduced the need for a number of cashiers at grocery stores
allowing one person to supervise a number of customers completing the self checkout process.

Trends In Advertising
The advertising industry is starting to experience change thanks to technology. According to the American
Advertising Federation, the traditional TV commercial is not as effective since consumers now have the ability to
skip them. On the other hand, an area of growth that is being noted is in online advertising. While the industry
experiences a number of changes there still appears to be a need for qualified workers.
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Salary Information
Earn More Over Your Lifetime With A College Education
In a report released by the U.S. Census Bureau, average annual earnings of an employee with an associate’s
degree is in the mid-$30,000 range. In terms of lifetime earnings, the average for someone in this range is about
$1.6 million. On the other hand, someone who completes a bachelor’s degree will have average annual
earnings closer to the $50,000 range and average lifetime earnings of $2.1 million. Looking at this salary
information, there is a definite advantage to graduating with a bachelor’s degree and increasing your overall
income.

Jobs In Accounting Continue To Increase
Accountants and auditors may be in a field experiencing high growth but the average median wages earned is
not in the highest paying category. The fact is that this is still a good field to enter because of the number of jobs
available. But, with determination and career advancement through continuing education classes and online
degrees, those in the accounting field can achieve high take home pay. Some base salaries include the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Internal Auditor: $26,000-$68,000
Accountant: $35,000-$44,000
Accounting Director: $33,000-$42,000
Accounting Manager: $71,000-$98,000
Accounts Receivable Manager: $60,000-$78,000
Banking and Commercial Loan Officer: $47,000-$69,000

Know The Entry Level Salary For Your Career
If you are looking for a new career, you need to know what the entry level salary will be. Even if you are an older
adult who has worked for many years but plans to make a career change, it's important to understand the
financial realities associated with other jobs. Without experience in a specific field, you will probably have to start
with a lower salary and work your way up to a higher salary. This can be difficult for many people who may not
be able to afford living on a lower salary. However, staying determined and focused on your career goals will
yield higher paying jobs and better financial status in the long run.

Median Household Incomes Are Currently Increasing
Income statistics available through the U.S. Census Bureau indicate that median household income has risen
slightly for the period 2004 to 2005. This report is put out annually and provides information on how the
economy is doing in the U.S. Also in this report was information on how median household income has
changed, broken out by race, geographic location, and other factors. The report is available free and can
provide additional statistics.
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Medical Workers Often Earn Higher Salaries
For those looking for a high paying job, chances are you want a medical salary. The average salary for
physicians and others in the field is among the highest. Other medical fields like nursing and dental hygiene also
have higher than average salaries based on the education level the student has completed. In addition, students
graduating with a degree in one of these fields often have an easier time finding a job because the demand
exceeds the number of qualified workers. To determine what your probable take home pay will be, consult with
others in the field and talk to a financial aid counselor about the likelihood of your salary upon course
completion.

Professional Degree Will Lead To Salary Increase
Based on national averages, you may be able to get the highest salary increase when you complete a
professional degree. The average annual income was around $100,000 with an average lifetime earning
potential of $4.4 million. This is especially significant when you compare it to the average lifetime earning
potential of someone with only a high school diploma which is $1.2 million. These salary comparisons help to
point out that improving yourself by earning a college degree can pay off in the long run.

Salaries For Educators
A professor salary or a teacher salary may not be among the highest nationally, but they do vary based on such
things as field of study and geographic location. A teacher or professor in a larger city may make a higher salary
than someone in a rural setting. In addition, university professors in certain fields like business or computers
may be able to get a higher salary than someone in a field that is less in demand like English or history. There
are number of factors that can influence the average salary that someone can earn in these fields. If you are
interested in a career in teaching, check with the school or university to find out about the salary scale they use.

Salaries For Engineers
You will find engineers among the highest paid in the U.S. This includes many of the different specializations in
the field like mechanical, civil, industrial, chemical and environmental. An engineering salary has a good entry
level salary which varies by location but overall continues to climb and stay among the highest paid professions.
For those just starting out in the industry, you can expect to make the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aerospace Engineer: $48,000-$58,000
Civil Engineer: $46,000-$55,000
Industrial Engineer: $46,000-$59,000
Electrical Engineer: $50,000-$60,000
Environmental Engineer: $45,000-$55,000
Mechanical Engineer: $49,000-$50,000

The higher salaries earned in this field are often based on educational background where a master’s degree in
the field can qualify you to earn more than someone with a bachelor’s degree only.
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Salaries In The Legal Field Among The Highest
A paralegal salary might not make a salary comparable to a lawyer’s salary, but considering the educational
level attained by each they are both pretty good. According to America’s Career InfoNet, employment for
Paralegals is growing at the same time the median salary in the field is among the highest paying jobs. Similarly,
lawyers can be found among the highest paying jobs with high employment growth.

What Are The Highest Paying Jobs?
The highest paying jobs according to America’s Career InfoNet are mostly in the medical field. If you look at
those jobs that require only an associate’s degree, that changes slightly. In fact, these jobs show that highest
median income include nuclear technicians, dental hygienists, and computer specialists among others. If there
is a specific career you are interested in pursuing, you can get a good idea of the median income by looking it
up at the website for America’s Career InfoNet.
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